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TEACHING &  

LEARNING  

IN PRESCHOOL 



 Summer 2015 

 Meeting with Early Childhood/Special Education Specialist 

from the NJDOE 

 Review of DECE recommended curriculum 
 

 2015-2016 School Year 

  NAEYC National Conference 

 Tools of the Mind representative provided overview  

 Public School visitations to observe curriculum “in action”  

 Sought input from Preschool staff, Child Study Team, 

related services providers & administrators in other 

districts 

PRESCHOOL CURRICULUM  

DECISION-MAKING 



Creative Curriculum for Preschool, 6 th Edition 
 

 Brand-new options for integrating learning into            

every part of the day. 

Science and Technology, Social Studies & the Arts 

Expanded Objectives for Development & Learning 

 Mighty Minutes® 

Book Discussion Cards®  
 

  More intentional teaching experiences and additional    

    support for individualizing instruction.  
 

 Additional Studies offer familiar and fascinating topics 

with new daily plans.  

 

AND THE WINNER IS… 



CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK 



 Positive interactions and relationships with adults 

provide a critical foundation for successful learning  
 

 Social–emotional competence is a significant factor in 

school success 
 

 Constructive, purposeful play supports essential learning 
 

 The physical environment affects the type and quality of 

learning interactions 
 

 Teacher–family partnerships promote development and 

learning 

 

 

HOW CHILDREN DEVELOP & LEARN 



Classroom Structure 

 Blocks of time that 
establish a sequence for 
routines/experiences 

 

 Balance of quiet & active 
 

 Child & teacher initiated 
activities 

 

 Plans  for transition 
 

 Carefully organized 
physical space that 
allows for variety of 
activities & experiences 

The Teacher’s Role  

 Acknowledge and describe 

children’s learning  
 

 Extend children’s thinking 

with open-ended 

questions, prompts & 

conversations 
 

 Demonstrate effective 

learning behaviors 
 

 Scaffold learning by 

expanding children’s prior 

knowledge  

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 



CHILDREN AT WORK 



 Develop conceptual understanding of science and social 
studies topics while developing skills in language and 
l iteracy, math, technology, and the arts  

 

 Apply acquired skills in meaningful, real -life contexts 

 

 Higher-level thinking, development of intellectual 
interests, and positive approaches to learning  

 

 Necessary skills to solve problems and find answers to 
their questions in a creative way 

 

 Development of social– emotional skills, such as resolving 
conflict, sharing responsibilities, and working 
collaboratively 

 

 

WHAT CHILDREN LEARN 



 Firsthand explorations of topics that are relevant to 

children’s everyday experiences.  
 

 Integrating content learning through children’s in -depth 

investigations of a meaningful topic.  
 

 Children raise questions and through exploration and 

discovery they find answers.  
 

 Hands-on experimental nature taps into children’s natural 

curiosity, resulting in a learning environment that is both 

fun and intentional.  
 

 Develop skills across all domains as they apply the 

investigative process 

WHY STUDIES? 



 Strong partnerships that encourage family 

involvement are an essential part of any high -

quality early childhood education program  
 

 Building connections between a child’s two most 

important worlds: school and home.  

e Book collection for home use  

Parent Resources with activities to extend and 

foster children’s development and learning.  

Celebrating Learning 

THE FAMILY’S ROLE 



ASSESSMENT 



GARDENING 


